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WHAT IS A PALOMINO? 

 

THE GOLDEN HORSE WITH THE FLOWING  

MANE & TAIL. 

 

THE HORSE THAT STANDS OUT IN THE CROWD. 

********************** 

 
STANDARD OF EXCELLENCE 

 A palomino horse or pony must have a body colour of a newly minted 

gold coin. It may vary three shades lighter or darker of the colour range as 

prescribed by the Society. 

 A palomino must have a mane and tail of silver, ivory or white with no 

more than 15% dark or chestnut hair in either the mane or tail.  

 The palomino must not have spots or patches of black, white brown or 

chestnut hair exceeding 100cm2. (see  template drawing of actual size al-

lowable.) The only exception to this rule is if a horse presented has ticking 

on areas of the body due to Arabian breeding, then classifiers will deter-

mine the eligibility for registration with the Society. 

 The body shall be free of imperfections and only white are permitted on 

the face and legs (except if by scald or accident.)  

 Markings appearing above the knees and hocks must be of  a continuous 

diminishing spear. (see drawing) 

 There shall be no dorsal stripe or barring and the basic colour of the skin 

shall be dark. Skin must also be dark under all areas of ticking, if present.  

 Eyes shall be dark and the same colour. 

 No interference to the natural body colour is permissible, for example no 

dyeing of either the body coat or the mane and tail. Full body clipping is 

allowable although the preference is the natural coat. 

 The palomino horse or pony must be a good representative of the Breed, if 

any, they represent and be of saddle type conformation– with the excep-

tion of miniature ponies and horses. 

 A palomino will not be registered if it has any of the following faults– 

CRYPTORCHIDSM, MONORCHIDISM, ANORCHIDISM, OVER-

SHOT OR UNDERSHOT JAW, OFFSET CANNONS, CLOVEN HOOF, 

NASALOR VAGINAL DISCHARGE, UMBILICAL HERNIA, RING-

BONE, SIDEBONE.  
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100 sq cm  

Leg markings that show socks 

that do not extend above the 

knees or hocks. These  

markings are acceptable. 

Leg markings that show 

socks that extend above 

the knees and hocks but 

are a diminishing spear 

and are acceptable. 
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PART 1 

MEMBERSHIP RULES 

 Membership commences on the 1st of July each year. 

 To be eligible to vote at the AGM all membership fees must be current. 

 All applications or renewals for membership must be made on the latest membership 

form of the Society. Life members must also fill out a renewal form annually. The 

committee has the right to accept or reject any new application or renewal without giv-

ing reason. 

 Owners of palomino horses registered must remain financial otherwise showing and 

breeding rights are revoked and any points gained in the Point Score Competition will 

be invalid. 

 It is the responsibility of the member to inform the Secretary of any change of address 

or phone number.  

 Members should inform the Registrar of death or change of ownership of their palomi-

no. 

 Members planning to breed with their palominos should apply for a Stud Prefix and all 

subsequent foals will be registered with this prefix. 

 Where an Agricultural or Breed Show deems that palominos ‘must be registered’ the 

palomino must be either foal recorded or registered with NSW Palomino Society Inc. 

or another recognized Palomino Society. 

 The owner or lessee of this palomino must be a current financial member of the NS W 

Palomino Society or with another Palomino Society. 

 All palominos must be exhibited under their full registered name. 

 No member can show unregistered palominos. 

 

REGISTRATION –RULES 

 To register a palomino you must be a financial member. 

 All applications should be made on the Application for Registration form, available 

upon request or from the web site. 

 The Stud Books of the Society include Palomino Stallions and Palomino Mares with 

proof of breeding. These horses will be registered with the letters NSB after their num-

ber. These letters stand for N (NSW) SB (Stud Book) 

 Appendix Mares, Foundation Mares and Geldings will be recorded into the Society’s 

Registry. These horses will be registered with the letters NSW after their number.  

 Foals under 12 months of age are foal recorded. These horses will be registered with 

the letters NSW after their number.  

(For full details of each of these—refer to Classification section.) 

 

CONDUCT OF MEMBERS-RULES 

 A judge may order any exhibit or exhibitor from the ring for bad conduct of one or 

both. 

 A judge shall instruct the Steward to send from the ring any palomino which is dirty, 

uncontrolled, unruly in manner or in an unacceptable condition. 

 Any horse that escapes from its handler and leaves the ring area should be disqualified 

from the class. 

 If any Society member brings the Society into disrepute by unseemly behaviour toward 

a Judge or fellow competitor, it is requested by Committee that the Judge in question 

should contact a Committee member on the grounds or write to the Society with their 

complaint.  
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 Any person who in the opinion of the Society shall cause annoyance by loud or un-

seemly comment upon the decision of a Judge or any Official, and who acts in an in-

sulting or offensive manner may be expelled from any Showground.   

 Any member being guilty of bringing the Society into disrepute or otherwise knowing-

ly disobeying the Society’s Regulations, will be subject to the penalties set down by 

the committee, which may include being suspended or barred from exhibiting at future 

shows.  Refer to Section 10 of Constitution. 

 The owner of any palomino horse/pony or foundation mare shall be held responsible 

for the behaviour of themselves and their associates. 

 Competitors shall not fraternize with their judge prior to judging. 

 No exhibit/exhibitor or associate is permitted to wear, carry or display any advertising, 

trophy or ribbon in the vicinity of the show ring. 

 No exhibitor shall approach a Judge with regard to any decision unless he/she first ob-

tains permission from the Steward or Show Secretary and only if it won’t disrupt an-

other class. 

 Any member under suspension from the Society or un-financial is ineligible to exhibit 

any horse registered with the NSW Palomino Society Inc.   

 The N.S.W. Palomino Society Inc. banners, streamers, logos and/or their promotional 

equipment only is permitted to be displayed at events organised by the Society. 

 Any member contravening the Rules of the N.S.W. Palomino Society Inc. or the Show 

Society where they are competing will not receive recognition for that event in any 

competition run by this Society. 

 

The Committee retains the right to restrict entry at any show, run or organised by the N.S.W. 

Palomino Society Inc. as it sees fit and can suspend, or reject any exhibit from any palomino 

event. 

      

FORMS 

 Transfers 

 When a palomino is sold a Transfer form must be completed by the vendor and given 

to the new owner who must then apply for membership.  Both these forms are availa-

ble on request to Secretary or the Society’s web site. The new owner must complete 

both forms, include registration certificate and appropriate fees then forward these to 

the Secretary for processing. 

 The original Registration Certificate should not be given to the new owner but sent to 

the Society by the vendor. 

 Unless the new owner becomes a member no transfer will be processed. 

 Lease 

 When a palomino is leased, the Lease form must be completed by all parties and 

lodged with the Society.  The original registration certificate is held by the Society and 

a copy sent to Lessor and Lessee.  Lessee must become a financial member of the So-

ciety for the term of the Lease.  Forms are available upon request from the Secretary or 

from our web site. 

 Stud Prefix Application  

 Forms are available upon request from the Secretary or Web site.   

 Upon payment of fee and receipt of application an Official Stud Prefix certificate will 

be issued. 
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Duplicate Certificates 

 Upon loss of a registration certificate for a valid reason, a duplicate will be issued for a 

specified fee.  Application for a replacement must be in writing. 

Surrendering Certificates 

 When a registered palomino dies, the owner must return its Registration Certificate or 

foal recording certificate for processing. 

 

Showing a Palomino 

MEMBERS ARE URGED TO CARRY REGISTRATION CERTIFICATES (COPY) & 

MEMBERSHIP CARD OF THIS SOCIETY AT ALL TIMES WHILE SHOWING IN PAL-

OMINO CLASSES. 

 

 Palominos exhibiting at Sydney Royal, Canberra Royal or Bathurst Royal should be 

shown in led classes with free flowing manes and tails and no false tails.  

 It is preferred that all members show under these conditions at all shows in palomino 

classes.  

 Members competing at any Agricultural or Breed Show who believe that the rules of  

that Show Society have not been adhered to should avail themselves of the official pro-

test system as provided by that Show Society, with the cost to be borne by them. 

 The wearing of false tails in all palomino classes is unacceptable.   

 The palomino shown in ridden classes should be judged for performance, confor-

mation and manners.  Colour is not an issue. 

 Palominos in ridden classes can be shown plaited  except at the Society’s State show.  

 Palominos must be 3 years of age and over to be shown ridden. 

 The palomino shown in led classes will be judged primarily on conformation, as well 

as quality of type and movement. If 2 horses present as equal on these points, then  

 colour will be used to determine the placings. 

 If a member competes in a led class with his/her palomino plaited, it is the  

 judge’s privilege to ask that a number of plaits be undone for inspection of the mane 

 for the correct judging of the class. 

 Stallions/colts one year of age and over may only be handled/ridden by person/s eight-

een (18) years of age and over in the show ring.  Such stallions/colts must be equipped 

with a proper halter, chain and lead or bridle, bit and lead of suitable quality, strength 

and be correctly fitted.  They must be in the care of a competent attendant at all times. 

 Brood mares cannot compete in ordinary led classes as well as brood mare classes.  

They can however go in ridden events provided they don’t have foals at foot. 

 Hooves of the palomino may be painted black or with a clear hoof dressing.  Removal 

of eyelash hair is totally prohibited. 

 A exhibitor who feels that a palomino is being disturbed by an adjacent exhibitor in a 

class may call the attention of the Steward to the situation and be asked to move back 

from the line-up. 

 Whips carried in halter classes must no exceed 110cm.  Excessive use of whips may 

result in disqualification of the exhibitor by the Judge.  Whips used to excess outside 

of the ring will not be tolerated. 

 It is a condition of entry that at the Society’s State Championship Show that all horses 

must be shown with free flowing manes and tails in all classes on the day.   
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Exhibitor’s Dress  

 Western/Stockman – Western or stockman attire is permitted.  Attire must be of a 

clean and tidy appearance, workmanlike and neat.  Competitors to wear western or 

stockman’s hat and boots. 

 English – Riding classes.   Competitors should wear jacket, shirt, tie, Australian Safety 

Approved helmet, trousers or jodhpurs or breeches and boots.  Led classes are the 

same as riding classes or the following:-  Ladies have optional dress – blouse, skirt, 

dress, slacks and vests or jackets. Hat.   Men have optional dress – Suits or trousers 

and vests. Hat.  Gloves for handler classes.  Hats should be worn at all times. 

 

Age of Palominos 

 The age of the palomino is calculated on the basis of a year commencing on the first 

day of August of the breeding season foaled.  

 No palomino under the age of 3 years can be ridden in the palomino ring. 

 

Fraudulent Practices 

 Paperwork will not be processed until all monies for fees are cleared through the Bank. 

 Should any person register an animal through misrepresentation or fraud they will be 

subject to the full penalty as applicable for such practices. All registrations made by 

this person in the past will be cancelled and any further applications refused. 

 

Conformation and Type 

 Palominos must be of saddle type conformation,  the only exception to this rule is min-

iature horses and ponies.   

 They must be sound and pass the required conformation standard in accordance with 

the N.S.W. Palomino Society Inc.     

 Breeding stock, that is, stallions and mares exhibiting faults as described earlier will 

not be eligible for registration. 

 Palominos showing characteristics of Draft, Standardbred or Hafflinger are not eligible 

for registration with this Society. 

 

PART 2 

JUDGING RULES 

CONDUCT– JUDGES 

 The NSW Palomino Society Inc. Judges panel will consist of Judges approved of by 

the Committee. The Society will be responsible for maintaining a List of Approved 

Judges and will provide this list to persons planning to stage a show or upon request. 

 Judges shall not fraternize with the exhibitors or owners, or inspect or discuss any pal-

omino entered in the show ring prior to judging, nor shall the catalogue be viewed by 

the Judge until after the judging has been completed on the day.  

 A Judge shall not, during the period of the show at which he or she is judging be a 

house guest of a person who is exhibiting in his/her ring at the show. 

 A Judge shall not discuss the purchase, sale or lease of any horse/pony at the show at 

which he/she is officiating. 

 Judges shall not accept appointments to judge palominos with 3 months and/or 100km 

of the previous engagements.  

 A Judge shall not judge an exhibit/exhibitor if that Judge, his/her employer or immedi-

ate family have been the owner, lessee, lessor, boarded, trained, shown, or received 

remuneration from the exhibitor for this exhibit for a period of 6 months prior to the 

show. 
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 Designation as an approved Judge is a privilege, not a right. Failure of a Judge to at-

tend a show without just cause could constitute a cause for disciplinary action. 

 Equestrian attire or neat street wear is acceptable for both male and female judges. 

Wearing a hat is preferred. Smoking when placing ribbons or assessing horses in the 

line up is PROHIBITTED.  

JUDGING 

 A Judge must not discriminate against or show preference with regard to any of the 

following 

 Breed characteristics (e.g. feathers for Welsh ponies, shorter mane of the Quarter 

Horse.)  

 Palominos may be body clipped but natural coat is preferred. 

 Size of horse 

 Presentation of horse and/or handler (except in Best Presented) 

 Colour (As within the shades of gold indicated and except in Coat Colour class) 

 By accepting a judging appointment a judge agrees to 

 Adjudicate without prejudice 

 Have their Judging Rules, notes or sheets available 

 Use only ethical procedures 

 To conduct oneself with decorum at all times. 

 The judge shall have the authority to place a palomino in whatever position in the class 

he/she feels the merit of the palomino justifies. The Judges decision is final and once 

the class has been judged it shall not be rejudged when the ribbons have been awarded, 

unless an official protest has been upheld. 

 A judge, if she/he is of the opinion that a palomino is lame should never declare ‘this 

horse is lame”. The best wording to use is simply “this horse is going unevenly.”  

 Judges are to make themselves familiar with other breed rules and regulations but to 

remember that you are judging a palomino class following this Society’s rules. 

 The wearing of false tails in all palomino classes is unacceptable.  

 Removal of eyelash hair is strictly prohibited. 

 Hooves of the palomino may be painted black or with a clear dressing. 

JUDGING LED CLASSES 

 Led classes are judged primarily on the horses conformation as well as quality of type, 

and movement of the exhibit. If, in the opinion of the judge all of these attribute are 

equal then colour should be used to determine the order of the placings. 

JUDGING RIDDEN CLASSES 

 Horses should be judged for performance, conformation and manners. 

 Colour is not considered. 

 Horses under 3yrs are not permitted to be shown in a ridden palomino class. 

JUDGING BEST PRESENTED CLASSES 

 No workout is required for this class. Exhibits may be paraded around the ring prior to 

being called in. The judge should assess the overall picture of the horse and handler. 

Both horse and handler should be presented to the highest standard.  

 Exhibits should be called in and examined in detail. Judges should be looking for the 

cleanliness of the horse, handler and harness/bit. Running a hand over the horses’ coat 

and opening the mane and tail to assess the cleanliness is highly desirable.  A plaited 

horse should not be given preference over a flowing mane. 

 Handler may be in either western or English wear and should be wearing a hat and 

gloves. 

 Conformation is not considered.  
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JUDGING COAT COLOUR CLASS 

 No workout is required for this class. Exhibits may be paraded around the ring prior to 

being called in. Judges should not wear sunglasses when judging this class. 

 The ideal body colour is that of a newly minted gold coin. Dapples, smut, ticking and 

other patches of colour are considered a colour fault.  

 The use of glitter on the coat is most undesirable. 

 Conformation is not considered. 

JUDGING MANE & TAIL CLASS 

 No workout is required for this class. Exhibits may be paraded around the ring prior to 

being called in. 

 Judges must physically open up the mane and tail when judging this class to determine 

the purity of colour, texture, silkiness and quality, condition and cleanliness.  

 The mane and tail should be silver, ivory or white and uniform in that colour. Any dark 

hairs are considered a colour fault.  

 The longest, thickest mane and tail may not necessarily be the best in the class. 

 Conformation is not considered. 

JUDGING A COSTUME CLASS 

 When judging a palomino costume class, the costume must not come below the knees 

of the horse. No high heel shoes are permitted on the rider. 

 This class requires that the horse complete a workout so all safety aspects must be 

adopted. 

FANCY DRESS 

 Any type of costume is permitted as no workout is required.  

RULES PERTAINING TO STALLIONS AND COLTS 

 Stallions/Colts one year and over may only be handled/ridden by persons eighteen 

years and over in the show ring. 

 Stallions/colts must be equipped with a proper halter, chain and lead or bridle, bit and 

lead of suitable quality and strength and be correctly fitted. They must be in the care of 

a competent attendant.  

RULES PERTAINING  TO JUDGING  APPENDIX, STUD BOOK, FOUNDATION AND 

BROOD MARES. 

 Appendix mares can be shown against Stud book mares. 

 Foundation mares and fillies can be any colour but can only compete in foundation 

mare or filly classes. Foundation mares may be used in handler/rider classes but cannot 

compete in led or ridden palomino classes competing against Stud Book or Appendix 

registered mares. 

 The owner of a foundation mare must be a financial member and is subject to the same 

rules regarding conduct. 

 Brood mares cannot compete in ordinary led classes as well as brood mare classes. 

They can however go in ridden events provided they don’t have a foal at foot. 

 

PART 3 

CLASSIFICATION 

***Official classifiers must notify the Secretary, to gain approval to classify, prior to a  

classification taking place.*** 

Any horse being presented for classification should first be inspected for the following 

faults.  If any of these faults are present, registration is denied. 

Cryptorchidism, monorchardism, anorchardism, overshot jaw, undershot jaw,  offset can-

nons, cloven hoof, nasal or vaginal discharge, umbilical hernia, ringbone, sidebone, 

pneumo vagina, blue eyes. 
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When looking at any palomino for classification the Official Classifier should firstly look at 

the body colour and mane and tail of the animal.  This must be in line with the description 

“What is a Palomino” on page 2 before progressing further with the classification.  Depend-

ing on the time of the year, as coat colour can change, it will be at the Classifier’s discretion 

whether to accept the coat colour as presented on the day. 

 

Roaning. (also known as ticking) If a horse presents with ticking on areas of the body due to 

Arabian breeding then classifiers will determine the eligibility of registration. Skin under all 

areas of ticking must be dark. Classifiers are to mark horses, with ticking, down in both their 

body colour score and their roaning score. Horse with ticking in their coat may not score suf-

ficient marks to pass their colour score and then registration will not proceed.  

 

When classifying, the criteria as per the Classification Sheet must be met, i.e. points must 

total those required for registration by both Classifiers.  TWO classifiers  are required for 

stallions and stud book  mares.  Geldings can be viewed by one Classifier.   

 

Geldings (not requiring proof of breeding) should not pass classification if conformation de-

fects are seriously affecting the health, performance or well-being of the animal. 

 

Palomino Stallions and Mares with proof of breeding and that Classifiers have passed on in-

spection will be registered in the Stud Book of the Society. 

Appendix and foundation mares with no proof of breeding and geldings who have passed on 

inspection will be registered in a Registry of the Society. 

ADULT REGISTRATION.   

Members must contact a member of Committee to arrange for a  classification.  A sight clas-

sification will be arranged if possible, otherwise classification will be done via photographs. 

Any horse accepted for registration on photographs will have the Registration Card marked 

NSC. This stands for Not Sight Classified. If a horse is subsequently sight classified a new 

Registration Card will be issued upon the original being returned. 

A palomino failing classification may be presented again on a further two occasions.  All 

horses/ponies being presented for classification must be in a clean and tidy condition and 

must be of a tractable manner and handled properly. If not previously foal recorded, proof of 

breeding where possible must at all times  be included with the application. Mane must be 

10cm in length for assessment. 

The N.S.W. Palomino Society Inc. retains the right to recall any horse’s registration with the 

Society at any time. 

Acceptable forms of identification are visible brands or microchip– provided this has been 

scanned and confirmed by a vet in writing. 

 
STALLIONS.  

All stallions should be sight classified by two Official classifiers and both must attain a pass 

mark for the stallion to be accepted into the Society.   

A Veterinary Certificate of Soundness must accompany application. 

 

Country stallions (or those living too far from classifiers) can be registered under the follow-

ing conditions.  Certificate will be marked with letters N.S.C. 

 Must have a Certificate of Soundness from a qualified Veterinary Surgeon. 

 A video showing the horse standing with view of both sides, front and behind. 

 Action shots of horse walking away and back, and trotting away and back. 

 Photos showing all markings on legs and face. 
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If the stallion is subsequently successfully sight classified his registration papers will no 

longer be marked N.S.C. 

Stallions must have at least one registered parent, either with this Society or with another 

Society.  A service certificate (original or copy) as proof of breeding or a copy of another 

breed registration is required. Registration fees must be paid at time of application. 

 

If a stallion is gelded after registration then a certificate  relating to this or receipt from Vet-

erinarian must accompany registration certificate and sent to Registrar for amendment. 

At the time of classification, registration fees must be paid. 

 

STUD BOOK MARES. 

All mares should be sight classified by two official classifiers. Otherwise photos will be ac-

cepted until such time as the mare can be sight classified and until such time her papers will 

be marked N.S.C. 

These mares must have at least one registered parent, either with the N.S.W. Palomino Soci-

ety Inc. or with another Society.  At the time of classification, registration fees must be paid.  

A Service Certificate as to proof of breeding or a copy of another breed registration is re-

quired. 

Although mares should be sight classified by two classifiers, in country areas one approved 

classifier is sufficient, however four (4) photos  (1 each side, 1 front & back) must accompa-

ny application. 

 

APPENDIX MARES. 

All mares should be sight classified by two official classifiers. Otherwise photos will be ac-

cepted until such time as the mare can be sight classified and until such time her papers will 

be marked N.S.C. 

Where a palomino mare has no proof of breeding she is to be entered in the  Registry as a an 

Appendix mare until such time as the owners can provide proof of breeding whereby she 

could be upgraded to the Stud Book. 

Appendix mares are permitted to show with the Stud Book mares in palomino classes at any 

show. 

 

FOUNDATION MARES. 

All mares should be sight classified by two official classifiers. . Otherwise photos will be 

accepted until such time as the mare can be sight classified and until such time her papers 

will be marked N.S.C. 

These mares are the product of a registered palomino parent or have produced palomino 

progeny.  

Proof of breeding is preferred if possible. 

They are assessed only on conformation by the Classifiers. 

A foundation mare or filly may be any colour. 

Foundation mares can only compete in foundation mare classes in the show ring. 

Foundation mares may also be used in handler/rider classes. 

 

GELDINGS. 

Should be classified by at least one official classifier, otherwise photos are required. 

There are no restrictions on age and parentage requirements are not essential.  If gelding was 

previously foal recorded as a colt then a Veterinary certificate or receipt from Vet as proof of 

castration is required.  

Geldings will not be accepted for registration if conformation defects are seriously affecting 

the health, performance or well-being of the animal. 
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FOAL RECORDING 

Should be sighted by at least one official classifier, otherwise photos are required.  

Application should be made on the Registration Application form. A service certificate 

should be attached if possible and/or any other  breed registration certificates for this foal. 

Foals must be recorded before 12 months old. Palominos who are foal recorded must be pre-

sented for Adult Registration when 2 years old and prior to the age of 3 years old to retain 

breeding and showing rights.  

 

QUESTIONABLY COLOURED PALOMINOS (updated 20.10.2011)  

When a palomino is presented for classification, either by photos or sight, or due to the 

bloodlines, Classifiers may determine that the horse’s colour is questionable. When this situ-

ation occurs owners will be directed by the Secretary that a DNA hair test must be undertak-

en prior to the horse being considered for registration. The Secretary will inform the owner 

of the procedure to be followed and all costs associated with this testing will be borne by the 

owner.  

 

PART 4  

CREMELLOS & PERLINOS 

MEMBERSHIP 

 All the General Rules regarding Membership Rules, Conduct of Members and     

Showing also apply to Members who breed and show cremellos/perlinos. 

CLASSIFICATION 

***Official classifiers must notify the Secretary, to gain approval to classify, prior to a  

classification taking place.*** 

 Official Classifiers will use the Society’s Classification Sheet when classifying. The 

presented horse will be identified as a perlino or cremello, and the horse will be as-

sessed using the Conformation Score but not the Colour Score. To be accepted into the 

Society’s Registry the presented horse must pass the Conformation Score.  

 The General Rules and Regulations regarding Classification also apply to the classifi-

cation of cremellos/perlinos.  

 The Registry of Cremellos and Perlinos includes Stallions, Mares Geldings and Foal 

recorded horses.  

JUDGING 

 All the General Rules regarding Judging apply when judging Perlinos/Cremellos.  

 Led classes are judged primarily on the horses conformation as well as quality of type, 

and movement of the exhibit.  

 Ridden classes are judged for performance, conformation and manners. 

REGISTRATION 

 Application for Registration will be made on the Application for Cremello-Perlino 

Form available upon request or from the web site. 

 The colour of the sire and dam must be shown on the form and any proof of breeding 

should be included with this application if available.  

 Fees for Cremellos/Perlinos will be the same as the fees for Palominos.  

 


